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Supermensch: The 
Legend of Shep 
Gordon (15) 
On general release

Tony Earnshaw HHH

The title hints at a Will Ferrell 
comedy. Instead this is an 
incisive documentary about 
the life of a freewheeling 
showbiz insider who’s seen 
it all, done it all and knows 
everyone (and their dirty 
secrets).

Shep Gordon’s world over 
nearly 50 years has been 
inhabited by the likes of Janis 
Joplin, Jimi hendrix, Jim 
Morrison, John Lennon, Pink 
Floyd – who he managed for 
nine days – and Goth icon 
Alice Cooper, whose stage 
persona and theatrics he 
created.

Mike Myers directs this 
portrait in which Gordon 
himself takes centre stage, 
genially telling stories 
and dropping names with 
abandon. The tales are 
outrageous, the names 
impressive. And despite the 
admittedly industrial use of 
drugs, Gordon’s memory 
resembles a steel trap. he 
forgets nothing.

It is Gordon’s easy-
going sincerity that sells 
Supermensch. he’s a Svengali, 
a PR guru, a man who’s always 
known how to make things 
happen. And he’s loyal. his 
relationship with Alice Cooper 
has survived more than four 
decades and the two remain 
thick as thieves.

he’s a self-appointed 
compassionate businessman. 
Proof of this comes via 
Gordon’s friendship with 
Groucho Marx. The elderly 
comedian was facing financial 
woes. Gordon acted as his 
unpaid manager, salvaged his 
career, landed him a record 
deal and gave the old man an 
Indian summer of success.

Myers’ portrait is 

affectionate and not one that 
delves too deeply into any 
dark side that this man may 
have. 

Indeed, he emerges as a 
likable and gentle soul – a 
man seeking the warmth of 
a family in his old age and 
facing only a lonely fade-out.

Dawn of the Planet 
of the Apes (12A) 
On general release

Tony Earnshaw HHHH

TheRe is a tragic inevitability 
at the core of this post-
apocalyptic tale in which two 
rival tribes collide as a lost 
world makes way for a wholly 
new one.

It matters not that the tribes 
in question are humans – 
harried, desperate, clinging on 
to the last vestiges of all they 
once knew – and apes – living 

in seclusion and happy not  
to be in proximity with 
mankind.

For the themes that soak 
Dawn of the Planet of the Apes 
are mistrust, rage, revenge 
and a form of racism and 
xenophobia that has long 
corrupted our planet.

“They’re animals!” screams 
Gary Oldman’s leader as the 
apes descend on a shattered 
San Francisco seeking a 
demarcation line between 
simians and men. But old 
fears combine with new 
treachery to ensure that latent 
hate will push these two tribes 
into war.

Two magnificent 
performances lie at the heart 
of this Apes sequel. The first is 
by Andy Serkis as chimpanzee 
leader Caesar. The second 
is by Toby Kebbell as Kobe, 
Caesar’s half-blind sergeant 
major who bears physical 
and mental scars from 

experimentation at the hands 
of humans.

All the various plot points 
– Jason Clarke leads a 
group attempting to restore 
electricity to Frisco by 
powering up a giant dam; 
Caesar’s wife is sick and needs 
human medical know-how 
– fade into insignificance as 
Serkis becomes Othello and 
Kebbell becomes his Iago.

It’s the terrific stand-off 
between these two characters 
– apes who personify all the 
majesty and ills of our world – 
that drives this so powerfully 
forward. And if the plea 
for tolerance is sometimes 
clumsily delivered it is 
nonetheless strong.

If the series has drifted away 
from Pierre Boulle’s original 
novel then it has acquired 
aspects of George Orwell’s 
Animal Farm so some sort of 
literary lineage is present. And 
that is to be applauded.

Some Like it Hot (U) 
On re-release

Tony Earnshaw HHHHH

TIMeLeSS movies are a rare 
commodity in this age of 
remakes, sequels and lazy 
re-imaginings. Some Like It 
Hot is a timeless flick and 
the ingredients that make it 
so are the divine combo of 
director Billy Wilder, writer 
I.A.L. Diamond, delightfully 
ditzy Marilyn Monroe and, in 
arguably the best double-act 
on film, Jack Lemmon and 
Tony Curtis. In drag.

Lemmon and Curtis are 
the musicians who disguise 
themselves as women 
to escape the clutches of 
mobster Spats Colombo, the 
crime kingpin responsible for 
a gangland shooting.

Cue a frenzied collection 
of farcical moments, some 
romancing, some music 

and a spot-on Cary Grant 
impersonation by Curtis and 
this emerges as a film that is at 
once unique and impossible 
to duplicate.

The chaos that drives the 
best moments in Some Like 
It Hot would, in the hands of 
any other filmmaker, appear 
contrived and lame. Wilder, 
a master of the comedy of 
mayhem, knows just when 
to rein back. Thus the comic 
timing of the film is pitch 
perfect. Who knew that Tony 
Curtis could play comedy 
with such effortless ease? And 
who but Wilder would have 
given Lemmon the latitude to 
employ his hilarious gurning 
skills to such memorable 
effect?  

As for Monroe, her portrayal 
of breathless, beautiful Sugar 
Kane Kowalczyk ensures her 
a form of immortality as the 
archetypal blonde bimbo. But 
she’s adorable and funny and 
perfect. Just like the movie.

Pudsey the Dog: The 
Movie (U) 
On general release

Damon Smith HH

NICK Moore’s ham-fisted 
attempt to transform Britain’s 
Got Talent’s performing 
pooch into a modern-day 
Lassie in which stray dog 
Pudsey (voiced by David 
Walliams) crosses paths 
with siblings Molly (Izzy 
Meikle-Small), George (Spike 
White) and Tommy (Malachy 
Knights), who are poised to 
move from London with their 
mother Gail (Jessica hynes).

The mutt stows away in the 
family’s removal trailer and is 
discovered when they arrive 
at their new home in the 
sleepy village of Chuffington. 
The ramshackle plot is 
interrupted by pointless 
diversions including the star’s 
incarceration that inspires a 
ludicrous Great escape. If this 
film were an animal, we’d put 
it down humanely after 10 
minutes.

FILM

monkey business: A scene from Dawn of the Planet of the Apes which is out in cinemas now.  picture:  pA phOtO/FOx uK. 

scarborough’s three-day annual 
seafest, a festival of street theatre, 
music and food, takes place next 
weekend and is set to be bigger and 
better than ever thanks to an arts 
council grant for £11,150.  
   highlights this year include street 
theatre from circo rum ba ba, 
the Institute of crazy Dancing and 
animated objects, music from the 
Paradise steel band, the Men of 
staithes choir and scarborough’s Funk 
Key choir. There will also food demos 
in the seafood Kitchen from top uK 
chefs, a real ale tent, a grand fireworks 
display and, for children, a who host 
of sea-themed workshops and story-
telling sessions. The festival runs from 
July 25-27. 

oPera North have just launched two 
new music education projects that will 
involve young people in hull – and 
have them singing and dancing their 
way to success.  
   at bude Park Primary school, pupils 
will take part in a pioneering project, 
singing sistema, which uses singing 
and movement to have a positive 
impact on children’s aspirations, 
learning outcomes and engagement 
in school life. at the Winifred holtby 
academy, students will be taking 
part in the exchanging Notes project 
which will use the voice as a way into 
musical learing with particular focus on 
classical music styles, although other 
music genres will also be included. 
    
horace Panter was once best known 
as the bass player in chart-topping 
ska band The specials. Today he 
combines his role in 2-Tone’s finest 
with a successful ‘solo career’ as an 

artist. hot on the heels of an exhibition 
in York, he will be talking aout his 
work to creative calderdale in halifax 
next week. Panter studied fine art at 
Lanchester Polytechnic in coventry 
before joining The specials in 1977 
and when his musical career waned in 
the 1990s he taught art at a school for 
children with special needs. The band’s 
reformation in 2008 has allowed him 
the financial freedom to develop his 
art alongside the music.  
  horace Panter talks to creative 
calderdale in halifax on July 24 at 7pm, 
tickets £10. There will be an exhibition 
of his work in sheffield in september 
and october. For more details visit 
www.horacepanterart.com 

The brontë Parsonage Museum 
is celebrating a special birthday 
next week. July 30 marks the 196th 
anniversary since emily brontë’s birth 
and the brontë society are presenting 

a special programme of events on July 
27 to celebrate the author’s talents. 

The day will involved a ride on the 
Keighley and Worth Valley railway, 
followed by a vintage bus ride up to 
the brontë Parsonage Museum. on 
arrival there will be an illustrated talk 
on emily brontë and a guided walk 
up onto Penistone hill for a view of 
the wild landscape which inspired 
Wuthering Heights. 

There will also be an opportunity to 
look around the Parsonage, the home 
emily shared with her famous siblings, 
finishing with tea and homemade 
cakes. The celebration takes place from 
12.15-4.45pm. Tickets are £19.50 for 
adults, £11.50 for children. To book 
a place contact sue Newby on susan.
Newby@bronte.org.uk or call 01535 
640185.

 

arts dIary
will marriott

mult-talented: Horace Panter, of 
ska band The Specials, will be talking 
about his art in Halifax next week.

n If you have a story for the Arts Diary 
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