
Horace Panter was once best 
known as the bass player in chart-
topping ska band The Specials. 
Today he combines his role in 
2-Tone’s finest with a successful 
“solo career” as an artist. Hot on 
the heels of an exhibition in York, 
he’ll be talking about his work 
to Creative Calderdale in Halifax 
next week.
Before joining what was 
to become The Specials in 
1977, Panter studied fine art 
at Lanchester Polytechnic in 
Coventry, but his interest in Pop 
Art “goes further than that”.
“I was interested in paintings by 
Warhol, Lichtenstein and Peter 
Blake, American pictures of 
motorways that Robert Indiana 
would do. I returned to those 
roots. I like to think I work in the 
Pop Art tradition, elevating the 
mundane.”
Many of the 60-year-old’s 
paintings are a twist on religious 
iconography – a series celebrates 
the humble cassette. Though 
technological progress may have 

rendered such things as useless, 
Panter appreciates “they exist as 
depositories of memory now”.
“What I like about art is not what 
it is but what it represents. A 
picture of a cassette is bland in 
terms of what it is but it reflects 
back an enormous amount of 
memories.”
When his musical career waned 
in the 1990s Panter taught art at 
a school just outside Coventry 
for children with specials needs. 
The Specials’ reformation in 
2008 allowed him the financial 
freedom to develop his art 
alongside music. 
A year before they regrouped 
Panter published his musical 
memoir, Ska’d For Life in an 
attempt to tell The Specials’ story 
“from the band’s perspective”. He 
spoke to former bandmates and 
read old diaries and 11 scrapbooks 

of cuttings from the music press 
that his parents had collated. Yet 
still, he says: “I honestly thought 
I would retire a school teacher.” 
The call to reform The Specials 
was a welcome surprise.
They’ve continued to tour to 
sell-out audiences ever since. “If 
it gets to the stage where we’re 
offered £1,500 to play on the back 
of a truck in Bedford I think it will 
be time to throw in the towel,” 
Panter says, “but as long as we can 
do it with dignity and integrity and 
people want to see us I definitely 
think we should play.”
Horace Panter talks to Creative 
Calderdale in Halifax on July 
24, 7pm, £10 http://www.
eventbrite.co.uk/e/creative-
visions-04-horace-panter-skad-
for-life-tickets-11476529609. The 
Specials play at O2 Academy 
Leeds on November 10.

Musician turned artist Horace Panter is set to give a 
talk about his life and career. Duncan Seaman spoke 
to the bass player with The Specials.

A Special career 
in perspective

The York Dungeon has  launched 
a hunt to find its own royal to 
reign over its sensational summer 
sideshow, Carnivàle. 
There is a catch however, as this  
isn’t a traditional role where the 
conventional beauty wins, it’s 
a search for someone who can 
encapsulate the York Dungeon 
carnival spirit. 
People from all walks of life and all 
shapes and sizes are encouraged to 
apply. 
The York Dungeons’ regal ruler will 
be selected and crowned on Friday 
August 1, which is also Yorkshire 
Day and all prospective Carnivàle 
Queens will need to do to enter is 
submit their photos, along with a 
few lines or 140 characters of why 
they’re the best person for the 
job and email york.dungeons@
merlinentertainments.biz, or 
upload to Facebook facebook.com/

TheYorkDungeon or Twitter twitter.
com/ YorkDungeon using the 
hashtag, #carnivalequeen. 
Julie marshall
The shortlisted candidates will be 
invited to attend the coronation, 
which will take place at 11am on 
August 1. 
The winner will then be scrutinised 
and selected by the Dungeon’s very 
own courtroom judge before being 
crowned the alternative Carnivàle 
Queen 2014. 
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