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Best friends Bev Bevan and Jasper Carrott.

Not time to sit down yet
If you missed them when 
they were at the Kings 
Theatre recently, or if you 
enjoyed it so much you 
want to go again, Jasper 
Carrott is taking his Stand 
Up and Rock show to the O2 
Guildhall in Southampton 
on Sunday.

The veteran comic is 
performing a show that 
blends stand-up with live 
music courtesy of his life-
long friend Bev Bevan, who 
found fame with The Move 
and ELO.

Jasper explained the 
show to The Guide earlier 
this year: ‘We realised we 
had tapped into a vein of 
the public that isn’t catered 
for too much. The music is 
from the ’60s, ’70s and ’80s 
and they really are excel-
lent musicians and singers, 
and the comedy is comedy 
you can bring your daugh-
ter to.’

Tickets cost £28.95, 
Doors open 7.30pm. Go to 
o2guildhallsouthampton.
co.uk

The Illegal Eagles.

Take It Easy in Fareham
The Illegal Eagles may have 
been on the road for 18 
years, but they’re not eas-
ing up, as they plan to play 
more than 120 shows in 
2015.

And one of those will be 
at Ferneham Hall in Fare-
ham on Thursday.

Well established as the 
UK’s top tribute to the ‘70s 
Californian rockers, they 
are also renowned for their 
extremely tight harmonies 
and an acute attention to 
detail. 

Members Phil Aldridge, 
Keith Atack, Al Vosper, 
Darin Murphy, Garreth 
Hicklin and award-winning 
vocalist Greg Webb bring 
you all the classics – Hotel 
California, Take It Easy, 
Take It To The Limit, Lyin’ 
Eyes, Tequila Sunrise, Life 
In The Fast Lane, One Of 
These Nights and a whole 
lot more.

Doors open 7.30pm. Call 
the box office on 01329 
231942 or go to ferneham-
hall.co.uk

The Men That Will Not Be Blamed For Nothing play Pig’s Big Ballroom.

Step off Bestival’s beaten path for unusual delights
There’s plenty of mainstream 
magical moments to be had 
at Bestival’s Summer of Love, 
but for those with a more 
curious nature, seeking out 
adventure in the far flung 
corners of Robin Hill can 
bring rich rewards.

With lashings of electro 
swing, gypsy punk, Latin 
vibes and so much more, only 
the foolish would pass up the 
opportunity to lose them-
selves in Pig’s Big Ballroom, 
Caravanserai and Club Dada, 
where the unusual is a cer-
tainty and Bestival’s under-

belly comes to life.
Bestival’s original party 

starter Rob da Bank says: 
‘The Underbelly of the beast 
that is Bestival is my favour-
ite place to be. 

‘Away from the madding 
crowds these are some of the 
best venues of any festival, 
with truly alternative and 
underground sounds and 
Caravanserai might just be 
the coolest-looking stage at 
any festival. Come on down.’

Bestival runs from Thurs-
day to Sunday. Adult tickets 
are £195. Go to Bestival.net

A
fter more than 20 
years busking on 
the street, the man 
hailed as the ‘king 
of vintage’ will em-
bark on his first 

ever solo UK tour, making a 
stop off at the Wedgewood 
Rooms.

However, Si Cranstoun 
is under no delusions that 
this means he has hit the big 
time.

Si knows that he still 
needs to put in a lot of hard 
work to get regular airplay 
on TV and radio, but this is 
something that the soulful 
singer is all too familiar with.

Having started his career 
playing on the streets, it 
wasn’t easy for Si to make the 
transition into small venues 
and pubs.

Even when he managed to 
get a band together playing 
paid shows more regularly, 

he was uncertain if he would 
be accepted into this new 
vintage scene he had stum-
bled upon.

He says: ‘It was a very slow 
burn from busking to where 
I am now. To me it was a job, 
I was performing to people 
and I was enjoying what I was 
doing.

‘I just wanted to be the 
best artist I could possibly 
be, it just so happened to be 
my stage was the street.

‘It was difficult when I 
first started playing at these 
blues and jazz clubs as they 
just saw me as a reggae artist 
doing bebop and were a bit 
like: “What is he doing here?”

‘But over time I think 
people have appreciated that 
I have this underlying ska 
quality to my voice and this is 
what some see as the appeal 
of my music.’

Si is not a stranger to the 

city of Portsmouth, after 
playing three sold-out shows 
at The Cellars at Eastney, a 
venue the singer holds dear 
to his heart.

Now stepping up to a big-
ger stage, Cranstoun hopes 
those friends he made at the 
iconic city venue will make 
the short trip across town to 
Albert Road.

‘It is sad that The Cel-
lars has gone, but we have 
now made the step up to the 
Wedgewood Rooms and we 
are looking forward to the 
next step of our journey,’ he 
adds.

‘I hope the Wedge will of-
fer something new to us and 
I hope to see some of those 
regulars from The Cellars.

‘We will have to step up 
our game and play a more 
upbeat dance-style set for 
people to hopefully dance 
around to and get involved 

in.’
With his style heavily in-

fluenced by the sounds of the 
1950s and ’60s, Si admits he 
still can’t quite get his head 
around the plaudits he is re-
ceiving.

He says: ‘I think the 
strangest moment was hav-
ing Chris Evans grab me on 
the stage at Carfest shouting: 
“How good is he?”

‘With the internet a lot of 
youngsters now have more 
choice in music and are open 
to listening to something 
they may not otherwise hear.

‘And we have certainly 
benefited from that. You 
know what they say: “Old is 
the new new”.’

Si plays at The Wedge-
wood Rooms on Thurs-
day, September 17. Tickets 
£14, doors open 8pm. Go to 
wedgewood-rooms.co.uk

                              TIM BIRKBECK

Si Cranstoun is at The Wedgewood Rooms on September 17.

Soulful Si looks
forward to the
next stage of 
his journey


